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]]esus knew all of the preceding Hebrew traditions. Given the
nature and commitments of his devoted parents, he knew the
Scriptures very well. We also know he was trained as a rabbi. I
don't believe that he had any mystical insight into some secret
meaning of the Scriptures since his preaching was very plain, to
the point, and rooted in the writings of the Prophets. But he did
have a different understanding of history!

Jesus understood very well the rule about not eating with
one’s enemies, and since he was a devout Jew the enemies were
very plain. No tax collectors, prostitutes, Samaritans, divorced
women, you know the crowd. The rule of the day was simple.
Avoid all of these people and see them as outside of the Kingdom
of God.

Jesus, however, begins to preach to and teach these very
people who are estranged; he is even seen eating with them. In
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his new understanding of history he put aside the concept of the
enemy and brought all persons to the common table, where, of
course, there can be no enemies. He talks of the fulfillment of the
Kingdom by claiming that if one accepts his teachings, “1 will
sup with him.” He does not attempt to explain some new order
and new understanding of the law. To sup with the Messiah is
certainly an obvious enough event.

In John's Gospel (my favorite), John claims that Jesus
explains that anyone who eats and drinks with him, “abides in
me and I in him.” John has a wonderful way of talking of this
eating. He uses words that we would apply to a dog gnawing
upon a bone, not just eating; he used terms like “devour,”
“chew,” or “gnaw” (John 6:54-58). When you offer a dog a
bone, he does not sit there with his paws gently extended, as you
and I do at the Eucharist. No, the dog jumps upon the offering
and begins to gobble it up with gusto! That is how John claims
we are to approach the feast.

Again, Jesus uses terms that a shepherd would understand
when speaking of the care and protection of his flock. “Feed my
sheep” refers to the pastor’s responsibility to be faithful in his
care of the members of his or her parish. The term “pastor”
comes from “pasture;” the place for feeding.

I find it very amusing that Jesus should talk of us as sheep,
but then he spoke to a herd-keeping people. Why do I find this
reference to us as sheep amusing? Because sheep are one of the
dumbest animals that we know, probably second in stupidity
only to the turkey. Are we that stupid? The Bible seems to think
so. Secondly, we are totally communal; without one another we
will die. The same is true of sheep.

52 The Frugal Gourmet Keepo the Feast

The Parables of the Table

The stories or parables that Jesus told very often centered
around food and eating with the enemy.

We are quite sure that the parables represent the most
authentic words of Jesus to be found in the Bible, and certainly
his method of teaching through the parables is his and his alone.
The stories that he told are offered for the sake of insight and
vision, not for the sake of carefully stated factual information.
One has to make some serious decisions about what the story
could possibly mean. I suppose this method of teaching could be
called the “Hot Potato Method” since Jesus seems to always
throw a tough question to a listener who answers and tosses it
back. Jesus then asks another question and the toss is on again.
A perfect example is the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

A lawyer asks Jesus what he thinks is the most important
part of the law in terms of the lawyer’s own salvation. Jesus asks
the lawyer what he thinks and the lawyer decides that one is to
love God and love his neighbor as he does himself. Jesus replies
that the lawyer has offered a good answer and leaves it at that.
“But the lawyer, desiring to justify himself, says, ‘But who is my
neighbor?” No room for error here as the lawyer wants clear
and unmistakable information. Jesus then tells the story of the
Good Samaritan which leaves the lawyer in a terrible legal bind.

According to the story, a man was traveling along a road
between two cities and thieves fell upon him and beat him,
robbed him, and left him on the side of the road to die. Several
members of the clergy, good people who delighted in obeying
the law, came upon him and passed by on the other side of the
road. The bishop didn’t stop to help, the local priest did not stop,
nor did any other good person who came by. Why? Because it
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came to his senses and decided to return home and ask his father
to let him live on the home land as a servant since he would then
at least have food to eat.

Most of us know the rest of the story. As he approaches the
house the father sees him coming and just goes through the roof
with joy. The son begins to apologize and beg for forgiveness
when the father shouts, “Bring quickly the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and
bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry;
for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is
found” (Luke 15:11-24). And the feast began.

The parable certainly points to the fact that God the Father
is awaiting our return, but there is one item here that fascinates
me. It was not the custom to have meat regularly in Biblical
times as meat was eaten only on High Holy Days. What was this
father doing with a fatted calf when there was no holiday in
sight? In ancient Israel it was impossible to offer thanksgiving
without a feast, and so this expectant old man, always waiting
for God to pull off some wonderful thing, kept a fatted calf
ready, just in case, just in case a thanksgiving feast should be
necessary! I love this whole concept of each of us, you and me,
being prepared with a fatted calf as we expectantly wait upon
coming grand events, most unknown. Of course I do not mean
something cheap for the feast like a pack of Twinkies and a six-
pack of beer. I mean that we have a feast in the freezer, ready to
go at a moment’s notice, just like the old father kept a fatted calf
in the yard. We never know when the Holy One will act!

Another parable, that of the Marriage Feast, again points to
the fact that we should always be ready for a great event, ready
at all times. Jesus told the story of a ruler who sent out invita-
tions to his son’s wedding feast. Now, you have to understand
that one did not turn down an invitation to such a family feast
during Jesus’ time. Yet when everything was cooked, important
guests called in with cheap excuses and the ruler was furious.
He called his servants and sent them out into the streets to invite
anyone who would like to come, both “bad and good” guests,
and the hall was packed. It must have been a grand scene.
However, when the ruler entered the hall he found a guest who
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