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March 2025 

· · Point others to Jesus Love generously and gracefully Cultivate disciples 

Shepherds Voice P
a

y
n

e
s
v
ill

e
 L

u
th

e
ra

n
 C

h
u

rc
h
 

6
5
7
 M

a
p

le
 S

t.
 

P
a

y
n
e
s
v
ill

e
, 
M

N
  
5
6

3
6

2
 

  



M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
5

 

February was a month of a few firsts for the Youth 
Groups of PLC.  Twenty-seven Middle Schoolers 
participated in a carnival themed lock-in.  We played lots 
of games, stayed up late talking and watching movies 

and ate a LOT of food.  The high school girls started a 
once a month Sunday morning Bible 

study.  The first meeting has a small group but I 
look forward to it growing each month. And not 
a first, but swimming at Bug-Bees got 20 people 
out of the snow and into the warmth of the 
pool.   
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We’re Giving Away MONEY! 
 

 

In the over 30 years since our endowment was established, we have been 
fortunate enough to give over to $500,000 to individuals and 
organizations dedicated to meaningful work in the church and in the 
world. A large amount of that has been given to young people of our 
congregation for scholarships in education, music, and to send them to 
camp. We are so thankful for the sustaining gift given by faithful saints  
of our congregation. 
 
The Endowment Committee is now accepting applications and 
encourages any person or organization seeking funds to apply to the 
Paynesville Lutheran Church Endowment. We receive applications from 
ministries within our congregation, community 
ministries, or ministries of the larger church and 
community. We look forward to reviewing applications 
and continuing the incredible impact of this gift we have 
as a congregation. Applications can be found on our 
website www.paynesvillelutheran.org under 
“Resources”. The deadline for applications is April 15. 

 

March Birthday Blessings to... 
1 Virg Vagle, Jeanne Liestman, Vaneesa Karsch 

2 David Haase, Bradley Nelson,      

3 Brandon Carlson 

4 Alex Johnson, Melanie Klocker 

5 Carter Fuchs, Eric Hartfiel, Karna Kleven, Craig Reinke,  Heidi Ahrendt 

6 Betty Gustafson 

7 Margaret Niedan 

8 Brett Bungum, Chris Fink, Georgia Hecht 

9 Caleb Meierhofer, Melissa Soine, Logan Bonnema 

10 Megan Laughlin 

11 Rylie Buermann 

12 MacKenzie Haines, Marlys Sorenson, Sue Berry 

13 Katrina Daby, Lorelle Jones 

14 Steve Guzy, Sheila Shepherd, Stacy Larson 

16 Scarlett Williams  

17 Larry Carlson, Stephanie Eisenbraun 

18 Harlin Hecht, Heather Price, Lowell Voigt 

19 David Ampe, Alana Ludwig 

20 Holly Andreasen, Gary Reinke 

21 Steve Brown, Brandon Soine, Shirley Reek, Charles Reinke 

22 Joshua Larson, Thomas Meyer 

24 Shawn Hoppe 

25 Trudy Hunt, Sharon Schmid 

26  Erik Malling, Reese Reutzel, David Shumaker, Alexandra Buermann 

27 Lex Karsch, Duane Ludwig, Lois Meyer, Kari Shumaker, Griffin Reeck 

28 Joe Cook, Marie Grothe 

30 Jessica Fearing, Thomas Neuman 

31 Connie Osborne, Gail Fink, Duncan Reeck 

The Paynesville Lutheran Youth have a lot of activities coming up in 
the month of March. Middle School has a nerf battle on March 8. The 
senior high has a mystery lock out scheduled for March 14.  Students 
will be having a fun evening planned at a location(s) that is unknown to 
them (but will be tons of fun)!!. And then a couple of events for the 
whole family.  Family Trivia night on March 22 from 6-8.  We will be 
playing Jeopardy, Family Feud and Who Wants to Be a Millionaire. 
Everyone, of all ages, is invited to join in this event. Then, on Sunday, 
March 30, everyone is invited to the Paynesville PACC for gym games, 
a bounce house and other inside games.  
 
This is a great time of year to experience the joy of spring and the 
opportunities we have to fellowship together. 



Communion Workshop 
April 13– 11:00am - 12:00pm 

 

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children  
come to me, and do not stop them.’” Matthew 19:14 

 

At Paynesville Lutheran Church we believe one does not have to earn 
grace, and thus, one does not need to earn their way to the Lord’s table. 
On Sunday, April 13 we will be offering a Communion Workshop for 

people of ALL ages to come and learn about the gift of Holy 
Communion and wonder together about its practice. During our time 
together, Pastors Paul will lead activities and discussion about this Holy 

Sacrament. Then, on Maundy Thursday, April 17 at 6:00pm, we will 
share communion together with the entire congregation. You 
may sign up by contacting the church office. Young people of 
any age attending the event need to be accompanied by an 

adult. Please contact Pastor Paul if you have any questions. 

March Mission of the Month 
 

March is Minnesota Food Share Month. We as a church are committed 
to “Love Generously and Gracefully”. The Paynesville Community 
Center is an organization that feels an impact by the amount of 
donations that are given.  Our local food shelf serves over 200 families, 
so please “Love Generously and Gracefully” and help a family in need 
by bringing non-perishable food items to PLC during the month of 
March.  The community Center is in need of cereal, 
canned fruit, school snacks, peanut butter and jelly.  
Cash donations are always welcome. Thank you for 
your support. 

It’s Time to Order Easter Flowers 
 

Easter flower order envelopes are available in the Gathering Area and 
are due by Monday, March 18, 2024. Please bring the envelope and 
payment to the church office or drop it in the offering plate.  Make your 
check payable to Paynesville Lutheran with “Easter Flowers” in the 
memo line. All flowers left at PLC after Wednesday, April 3 
will be donated to local facilities. Thank you. 
 

Flowers available include:    
Easter Lily $14   Tulips $15   Kalanchoe $20    

Help Support Bible Camp During Lent 
 

This year we are bringing back our soup Lenten meals. We hope you will 
join us each week for a delicious meal served from 4:30pm - 5:45pm and 
stay for our 6:00 pm Lenten Worship Service.  Our Lenten meals are a free 
will donation with all proceeds will go to help offset the cost of camp. 
Meals are served by PLC youth and adults, if you are an 
adult who has gone to camp and would like to help please 
contact Beth Voss or Tammy Armstrong. Come enjoy a 
meal and fellowship while supporting an important cause 
and stay and worship with us.  
 

 

Adult Education 
 

Join our intern, Scott Holte, as we reflect on ways to make the Lent and 
Easter seasons more meaningful for you and your family. We will be 
using the book Faithful Families for Lent, Easter, and Resurrection as 
our guide. This book provides many ideas for engaging faith practices 
that people of all ages can do. We will be meeting during the Sunday 
School hour in the chapel. 
 
March 2nd: Beginning the Season of Lent, Ash 
Wednesday. 
March 9th: Praying 
March 16th: Simplifying 
March 23rd: Giving 
March 30th: Symbols 
April 6th: Holy Week 
April 13th: Easter and the Season of Resurrection 


