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· · Point others to Jesus Love generously and gracefully Cultivate disciples 

P
a

y
n

e
s
v
ill

e
 L

u
th

e
ra

n
 C

h
u

rc
h
 

6
5
7
 M

a
p

le
 S

t.
 

P
a

y
n
e
s
v
ill

e
, 
M

N
  
5
6

3
6

2
 

  

Shepherds Voice 

Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service 
Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00pm 

at St. Louis Catholic Church 
 

You are invited to join us for the annual Paynesville Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship services at St. Louis Catholic Church on 
Wednesday, November 26. Worship will be led by 
clergy from the Paynesville area and music will be 
provided by the talented musicians from the area’s 
congregations.   

Please join us on Sunday, January 25, 2026 following the 9:00am 
worship service for our Annual Meeting. The Paynesville Lutheran 
Church annual meeting is a great opportunity for us to come together and 
give thanks for all the ways God has worked through us this past year and 
share together in the vision of how God is leading us in the upcoming 
year. You wont want to miss it! Incase of inclement weather, February 1, 
2026 is the backup date for the Annual Meeting. 



January Birthday Blessings to... 
1  Karen Mehr  

2  Bodie Martinson 

3  Dale Hecht, Rebecca Meyer, Tegan Heimerman  

4 Diane Hoyme 

5  Gavin Stanger  

6  Perry Yungk  

7  Derek Ley  

8  Chad Ahrendt  

10  Betty Loomis, Corbin Price, Axel Tri, Jacob Wolbeck 

11  Ashley Ley, Alyssa Ley, Linda Michaelis  

12  Logan Utsch, Bill Koeckeritz  

14  Rose Nepsund, Evan Jones 

15  Nolan Reeck 

16  Brock Bruntlett 

17  Kasey Mattheisen  

20 Matthew Miller 

22  Amy Ellefson, Jeffery Mattheisen  

23  Autumn Fearing, Mardonna Grages, James Newgard  

24  Steve Swenson, Zachary Swenson, Christina Glasoe 

25  Andy Wendroth, Hayden Miller 

26  Debra Bennett, Arlene McCalmant  

27  Madison Hentges  

28  Kristin Desm  

30 Coy Price, Rylynn Robinson, Addison Scholten 

31  Erin Bruntlett, Dallee Hecht, Alison Martinson,               

Paul Fagerberg  
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Your support is essential to the mission and ministry of 
Paynesville Lutheran Church. Consistent giving is a help 
to this congregation as we plan for ministry expenses 
throughout the year. If you've found it challenging to 

give consistently, this may be an opportunity for you to begin doing so. 
We have several options to help you with your stewardship giving: 
 
1.Give at Worship Services on Sunday or Wednesday.                                                 
2. Give through SIMPLY GIVING automated bank debit 
option, forms available in the Church Office or scan the QR 
code. 
3.Give thru your retirement, contact your financial advisor. 
4. Give by mailing your gift to the church office. 
We thank you in advance for all your continued gifts, 
financial and otherwise.  Please contact the church office for 
more information. 

Scan to give 

We will be having our traditional "Hanging of the 
Greens" after 9:00 am worship on Sunday, 
November 30th .  We have lots of trees and spaces to 
decorate so please plan to stay after worship to help 
out with this fun event.  We always love for families 

to join us and there is always things for everyone to do from young to 
old.   

Join us on Sunday, December 7, 2025 
following the 9:00am worship service for our 
Christmas Kick Off event put on by the PLC 
Youth and Family Board.  Join us for cookies, 
bingo and more. 

Our Sunday School youth have been working hard on 
this years Christmas Program. Please come and hear 
readings and songs from this amazing group of youth 

on Sunday,  December 7th during our  
9:00 am worship service. 

Join us Wednesday, December 17th at 6:00 pm for our 
Plunge Christmas Program.  Come and hear readings 

and songs from our kindergarten-5th grade students. 
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Have you ever noticed the different trees that we have 
around our church building?  Have you noticed the 
tree with all the ornaments and paper tags on it, that 
tree is our Memory Tree.  The ornaments on that tree 
are given in memory of someone who has passed away 
and the ornaments usually have a special meaning for 
the family of that person.  You can see who each 
ornament is remembering by looking at the tag 
connected to each one.  
 
As we all know, the holidays can be a difficult time as 
we remember those who we have lost in the years 
past.  If you would like to share an ornament in 
memory of someone that you love, please feel free to 
bring an ornament into the church office and we will 
get you set up with the tag to attach to the 
ornament.  After Christmas the ornaments will be 
stored away until next year to be used again.  As you 
notice the unique ornaments on the tree, please take a 
minute to pray for the families whose loved ones are 
memorialized on the tree.   

Poinsettias 
 

It is hard to believe that it is that time of year again where we begin 
planning for the holidays.  Again this year you have the 
opportunity to order poinsettias in memory or in honor of 
someone for our Christmas Eve Worship Services.  
Envelopes are available in the gathering area or you can 
contact the church office to order. Cost of the poinsettias is 
$12.00 Deadline to place orders is December 7th. 

December Birthday Blessings to... 

1 Sig Pfeifer, Chris Stanley 

2 Rebecca Doll, Paul Lura, Jazmin Williams, Christopher 
Fischer 

3 Kyle Johnson 

4 Alivia Buggs, Beckett Hanley 

5 Jack Hennen, Lillian Swafford 

6 Todd Lemke, Doris Nepsund, Tami Stanger,                    
Jake Heimerman 

7 Callie Hennen, Jean Soine 

8 Judy Larsen, Todd Voigt 

11 Lou Gabrielson 

12 Cole Roufs 

14 Delaney Ignace, Rylee Mumm 

15 Shaelyn Desm, Jacob Arnold 

16 Dawn Rajewsky, Kali Reiter, Emma Reiter 

17 Jodee Buermann, Spencer Eisenbraun, Carolyn Welter 

18 Rick Caldwell, Lynda George 

19 Blake Williams 

20 Logan Armstrong, Wanda Haase, Gavin Swafford 

21 Samuel Haines, Preston Welling 

22 Beth Cook, Steve Lehmkuhl, Chuck Nelson 

23 Kathryn Huselid, Adrean Louis, Carol Setterberg,            
Brylie Kotten 

24 Janell Moburg, Kyler Tri, Bella Denn 

26 Roy Colbert, Braydon Kierstead-Hahn 

27 Courtney Hasbrook, Ann Lemke, Maggie Malling,          
Sara Miller 

28 Amy Guzy 

30 Lauren Ellefson, Paige Welling 

31 Wendy Karsch, Drew Tangen, Josh Williams, Garrett Albers 
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Holiday Cookie Exchange 

Have you ever drooled over the awesome holiday cookie trays with 8 
kinds of cookies, 2 kinds of bars and little snippets of candy?  Then 
thought, no way I can do that, it’s too much work!   Well, here’s your 
chance to have a tray like that this year.  Sign up to be part of our 
Holiday Treat Exchange this year.   

Choose what kind of cookies you would like to share.  Maybe a family 
favorite, grandma’s tried and true or maybe something you’ve wanted to 
try yourself.  Then sign up with your name, phone number and what treat 
you will be bringing.  Please sign up in the gathering area by 
December 1.  Once I know how many people are participating, I’ll let 
everyone know how much they need to bring (i.e. 3 cookies for each 
person times 10 people would be 30 cookies).   

On December 14 at 1:00 pm we will gather to do 
the exchange.  There might just be a little gift for 
everyone that signs up.   

If you have any questions, please call Karen Brendal 
at 612-801-9853. 

With 2025 quickly drawing to a close now is the time 
to make your end of the year contributions to 
Paynesville Lutheran Church.  We ask that all gifts be 
to the church office no later than 10:00 a.m. on 

Sunday, December 28, 2025. Thank you for your continued generosity 
toward the mission and ministry of PLC! We couldn’t do it without you! 

If you’re new to PLC and have been 
wondering more about our congregation or 
would like to know more about what it means 
to be a member of our worshipping 
community, please join us for our upcoming 
New Member Workshop. We’ll share some 

information about our church, our beliefs, our mission, and the ministry 
we share! 
 
If you’re planning on attending or if you would like to join PLC, but you 
are unable to make it to the New Member Workshop, please contact the 
church office at 320-243-3624. 
 

Sunday, January 18| 10:00 AM – New Member Workshop 
Sunday, January 25| 9:00 AM Worship – New Member Recognition 
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Operation Christmas Outreach  
 

We are pleased to announce we will be working with our local 
Community Service Center again this year for our “Operation Christmas 
Outreach” November and December Mission! 
 

For those of you who are not familiar with Operation Christmas 
Outreach: This is an outreach project that our entire congregation has 
embraced.  Our mission of the month for November and December is to 
raise funds and awareness for those less fortunate; these funds are used 
to purchase Christmas gifts for teenagers in our community.  This is our 
way of reaching out to our community and being the hands of Christ. 
What better time of the year to make Him known to others. 
 

We ask that you pray for the teens in our area that will receive the gifts 
this Christmas season, that our church may make an everlasting impact 
that shows Christ loves them and has allowed us to share that love with 
them at Christmas and within our community each day.  
 

We would encourage you to consider making a donation toward this 
project, you can do this by simply placing funds in an envelope within 
the offering and noting it is for “Operation 
Christmas Outreach” or you could mail 
your donation to church and ensure you 
mark it accordingly or drop it in the 
donation box in the gathering area. 
 

Blue Christmas Worship 
Sunday, December 21st - 7:00 pm 

 
We understand this time of year can be difficult for many in our 
community and our Blue Christmas Worship is intended to acknowledge 
that reality. For those who have experienced loss or for whom Christmas 
is not a happy time, we offer this service as an opportunity to gather with 
others who are searching for light in the darkness. Whatever it is that 
may be making your Christmas season “blue,” we invite you to come and 
see the Light of Christ that shines in the darkness of our lives. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Paynesville youth have some 

really exciting events coming up during this holiday season.  December is 

the month for Christmas Outreach.  Students will have a chance to hear 

from Allison Janssen from the Community Service Center about how these 

gifts will be used.  We will be shopping on December 14th and delivering 

our items to the center that afternoon. Last year, students took some time to 

reflect on what this experience meant to them.  Here are a few of their 

responses: 

“It was an amazing opportunity to go out and buy for people our age in the 

community who otherwise might not get a present.” 

“This trip symbolizes to me, the church’s care and love towards the 
community.” 

“Buying the gift seems to go really fast, and like we might not be getting 

much, but after looking at all we are able to purchase, it is so amazing.  I 
feel very fortunate to be in a position where I can help others in such a 

positive way. Overall, it is an amazing experience and I am so grateful to 
be able to be a part of this outreach event.” 

Thank you for supporting this ministry.  It is impactful to our youth. 

In January, the youth are encouraged to attend the Annual meeting, after 
which there will be an outing planned (more details to come).  

Each month, the confirmation students and High School students meet 

together for a large group activity.  In October, we carved pumpkins. In 
November we did an impossible scavenger hunt.  These events help build 
community for the different ages of our youth. 

Thank you for all the support for the youth of Paynesville Lutheran. 

 

In Christ, 

Beth Voss 

Image from 2024 

Image from 2025 


