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J'Wednesday, September 11 1
4:00-7:00 PM

Join us for an evening of
food, fun, and fellowship.
Free will donation.

All Are Welcome!

You will also have the opportunity to register
your child for youth activities at PLC.

/f Paynesville August 2024
MEET Us Lutheran ChLll'Ch The monthly newsletter of
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Point others to Jesus e Love generously and gracefully e Cultivate disciples

Summer Worship Schedule

Sunday Mornings
9:00am Worship
10:00am Fellowship

Check our website for
more information.

All Are Welcome!

Shepherds Voice



It’s that time of year again. When our thoughts
shift from the warmth of summer to the
approaching fall season. Soon students and
teachers will be heading back to school and
life will take on a new routine. I must confess
that I am not ready. I like the summer season
and I have never been a fan of fall. No real good reason for my dislike
of fall, it is absolutely beautiful with the colors of the changing leaves.

From the
Pastor’s Desk

Perhaps it has more to do with the change of routine. As much as we
try and fight against routine and want to be spontaneous all of the time,
routines help us in many ways. We find some security in knowing what
the day has in store.

Once we sink into the fall routine it will soon become “normal”.

As you move into the fall and the change of routine, it is my prayer for
you that you are able to add to your routine time with your Creator. We
often overlook or take for granted prayer time, reading the Bible and
attending worship. These and so many other ways we dig into our faith
are important to help us balance out the chaos of the rest of our world.
There is great value in tending to our faith in deliberate and purposeful
time.

May you find comfort in knowing that no matter how Y
your routine may change this fall that God walks with f

you and is always there to hear your prayers! U

Enjoy the remaining part of summer and all the joy of
the changing seasons, (I will even try to like fall a little
bit more too!)

Blessings,
Pastor Paul

Youth Handbell Choir

This Fall, PLC will be adding an opportunity for 3rd thru 6th graders to
participate in a youth handbell choir. All are encouraged to participate,
no matter the level of understanding of music. Youth Bells will begin
September 23, and will meet on Monday's from 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Please reach out to Stephanie Johnson at 320-221-3015 or
stephanie.l.johnson55@gmail.com for more
information or to register your youth. You can also
register your youth at the September 11, Meet Us
On Maple get together.

August 2024

Saturday

10:00 am-2:00 pm Fellow-

ship Hall in use.
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August Birthday Blessings to...
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Josie Hecht, Dusty Veldkamp

Carl Segaar, Maggie Youngblom

Randy Hanson, Kaleb Miller

Maggie Reutzel, Harper Johnson, Christopher Nygaard, Lou Winders
Noelle Pierson, Elijah Koopmeiners

Hayden Haase, Brielle Haase

Tyson Bruntlett, Viv Johnson, Barbara Fagerberg, Laura Nordmann,
Holden Robinson, Jennifer Soine, Jace Wendroth

Matthew Utsch
Joey Fry, Doug Schwandt, Pyper Nelson, Ann Andersen

Valerie Stanger, Jason Albright, Kenley Kierstead-Hahn, Dalton Larson
Wyatt Nordmann
Jennifer Klocker, Jaxxyn Doll

Kelley Heimerman, Lucas Youngblom, Jadyn Swafford

Ann Lundgren, Teagan Shumaker, Mari Shumaker,
Ava Martinson

Pat Hansen, Tom Jacoby, Diane Schwandt
Brandon Kleven, Tim Woehler, Aubrey Nepsund
Isabella Moline

Craig Klocker, Nancy Alstead, Karen Brendal
Tony Anderson, Connor Roufs, Linda Haag

Gerald Birkholz, Reagan Reutzel, Cullen Kieser

Brian Williams, Karen Johnson

Karen Swenson
Tammy Armstrong, Jeff Deming, Abbie Swenson, Jennifer Blum

Brynleigh Demo
Heather Arnold , Kaisa Robinson
Christy Swafford

Kaitlyn Schwandt, Jade Flugga, Graclynn Heder

God's Work Our Hands Sunday is coming in early
God's work. September! We will be celebrating this

OUr Nanas. | special Sunday along with other churches of the
ELCA. Look for more information to follow
regarding sign ups for different activities both
within and beyond the walls of PLC. This is a great opportunity to
worship God through serving others as God's active hands in the world.

August Mission of the Month

Our August Mission of the Month will be Lutheran World Relief. This
organization started in 1945. WW II left an estimated 1/5 of the world's
Lutherans homeless. Here in the U.S., at least 20 states mobilized to help
Europe through a new agency: Lutheran World Relief( LWR).

Much has changed since then. Today, LWR operates in East and West
Africa, Latin America, Asia, and the Middle East. LWR is helping some
of the world's poorest communities, as well as emergency humanitarian
services in places like the Ukraine.

In Tanzania, for example, LWR is fighting neglected tropical diseases,
like Trachoma, which causes blindess, and affects largely poor
communities in developing countries.

Believing that all people possess dignity and self worth, LWR
strengthens or builds programs to promote sustainable agriculture and
water use, connect local markets to the world.

Just a couple of examples of what LWR has built:

* CAFE- Coffee Producers Reliance to Climate Change

* El Salvador Cocoa Alliance

* Nepal- India Transboundary Flood Resistance

" God works through human institutions" is one of the Lutheran tenets of
LWR. Consider donating to the many causes across the world that LWR
helps.

LUTHERAN
WORLD RELIEF

. Sunday, September 1%, 2024 during our 9:00am
Blecs Slngk worship we will be have a special time during
Ba Kl’an S worship for Blessing of the Backpacks. All children,
e
youth, college students, and students of any age are
= i encouraged to bring along their backpacks to
worship so we can bless all those who begin a new year of learning.




Youth Opportunities
Fall Kickoff and Registration
September 11™
4-7pm

Join us for an evening of food, fun, and
fellowship while getting youth registered for
activities at PLC. We’ll have tables set up
outside with information on all the youth
opportunities we offer at PLC. This night is
for everyone, we encourage all who are
considering being a part of any of our
Wednesday or Sunday ministries to come at
some point in the evening. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact the
church office.

Communion

Are you wanting to help on Sunday mornings but not sure where? PLC is
looking for help with communion set up on Sunday
mornings for worship. For more information or to
help, please reach out to Stephanie Johnson,
320-221-3015 or stephanie.l.johnson55@gmail.com.

Opportunities to Engage with Youth

We are in the full swing of summer, but before we know it we will be
kicking off another year of activities at PLC. We can’t wait to have all
our K-5" graders back on Wednesday nights to learn about God and
grow in faith together! We have a new curriculum this year and are
excited for the new ways we will learn Bible stories thru reading
scripture, playing games, singing and hands on activities.

Helpers— We are looking for adult and youth (Middle/HS students) to

help on Wednesdays from 3:00-6:00pm, there
is no teaching or prep involved, we need help D ‘ ﬂN 6
your schedule on late Wednesday afternoons, Goop
we’d love to have you! It’s a great opportunity

guiding students thru small group activities in
to connect with our youngest generation and T‘ GET H E R
take part in faith formation with them. Please

a large group setting. If you’ve got space in
contact Tammy

Women's Bible Study

The women’s Bible study group meets on the second Thursday of
every month at 10:00 in the church chapel. We use the Gather
magazine Bible study, there are copies available for those who
don’t have one. Join us for our time together each month.

Men's Bible Study

The Men’s Bible study meets on the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month at PLC at 9:00am in the fellowship
hall. Join us as we enjoy time together in Bible Study and
fellowship.

ALL ARE WELCOME

Sunday School meets on Sunday’s following the
9:00am worship service in the youth room for a
time of music, Bible stories and fun. This
program continues to grow each year and we are
so blessed. Please contact Kristine Buermann or
the church office with questions or for more
information. Our first day of Sunday School will be Sunday,

September 15™

Thank you!! Tam so thankful for all of you who remembered me on my
last day at PLC. I was so blessed and honored by your thoughtfulness in
the cards and gifts that you so graciously gave me. I am so very humbled
and grateful that I have been given the opportunity to grow and learn in
such a wonderful and supportive environment at PLC. I have been
enjoying my time serving the congregation in Bird Island and I couldn't
have done it without the support of PLC!

Thank you for the prayers and good wishes as I engage in this new
adventure for the next 12 months. - Kari Shumaker
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