
Daily Devotions 

 
 
Monday, 10/22/2018  Amos 5:6-7, 10-15   
The other day I realized that my credit card payment was soon due. Usually this isn't a problem, but this time 
my credit card was full of charges from our recent youth trip. I'm generally pretty good about keeping receipts. 
But when I went through them, I was surprised to find that two of the receipts were missing. I searched at 
home, going through my paper stacks and the drawers where I keep such things. I searched my church bag 
where I keep all the stuff that goes back and forth. I searched my office. The more I searched, the more 
frustrated I got. And I'm still searching. Amos tells the people more than once to seek the Lord and live. He's 
asking them to turn away from those things that are evil. He's begging them to turn to God and calling them to 
take action. Leave no paper stack, drawer or tote bag unturned. The stakes are high, Amos says. Seeking God 
is about life. Call us to action, Lord. Let us seek you relentlessly in the ways we push for justice and goodness. 
For when we do, the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with us, just as you have said. Amen.  
Sarah Raymond, '13, Pastor, Grand Forks Rural Parish, Thompson, N.D. 
 
Tuesday, 10/23/2018  Psalm 90:12-17   
I just needed a break. It had been a really long day of driving and touring and making decisions for the youth 
group. Nothing bad had happened. In fact it had been a good day with a carload of teenagers. But I just 
needed a break. So I did something I almost never do. I asked them if we could change plans. And we all got a 
chance to play and walk along the shores of Lake Erie. Is this psalm's plea that our days be glad and our work 
prosper mere wishful thinking? A hope for the day? A prayer? There is power in naming our needs--to God, to 
others, to ourselves. We do not always get the response that we want, but when we can put those needs into 
words, things become clearer for us.  Satisfy us, Lord. Make us glad. Let your favor rest upon us. And prosper 
the work of our hands. These are the things we ask for today. These are the desires of our hearts. Amen.  
Sarah Raymond, '13, Pastor, Grand Forks Rural Parish, Thompson, N.D. 
 
Wednesday, 10/24/2018  Hebrews 4:12-16   
A double-edged sword cuts both ways. It slices as it goes down and as it comes up. This text talks about the 
word of God: sharper than any double-edged sword. There is both confession and comfort here. There is 
confession about how God's word uncovers us. Nothing is hidden from God. That can seem harsh and 
vulnerable. But that same sword cuts as deeply and sharply in giving us God's Son Jesus. As much as we are 
revealed, we are also comforted. As much as we are laid bare, we are also given grace. As much as we are 
judged, we can also approach the throne of grace with confidence. 
Some of us are really good at dwelling in guilt. It can weigh on us and hold us back--even cripple us from living 
well. Jesus, our great High Priest, offers grace and mercy in greater measure than our guilt. That grace and 
mercy cuts as deep as--indeed, deeper than--any guilt or judgment. As we bring the depth of our confessions 
and sins to you, our Great High Priest, let us know the cut of your grace and mercy. Let us be confident to 
approach the throne of grace because of your great love. Amen.  
Sarah Raymond, '13, Pastor, Grand Forks Rural Parish, Thompson, N.D. 
 
Thursday, 10/25/2018  Mark 10:17-31   
"Jesus, looking at him, loved him." There's so much about this story that is challenging. Did Jesus really mean 
to give up everything? We love definite answers, and this young man thought he wanted that definite answer. 
Jesus knows even before he answers the question that his answer will be a problem. We all struggle with this 
story. Even if we have made sense of Jesus' answer, we may not see it the same way in the future. In this 
example of one of the few times Jesus seems to give a direct answer to a question, we may find what he has 
to say a bit uncomfortable to hear. But then we also hear "Jesus, looking at him, loved him." Even before Jesus 
gave the impossible answer and the rich young man walked away, "Jesus, looking at him, loved him." Those 
words don't let us off the hook, but they are a first and important thing to keep in mind.  Before the questions 
and the answers, Lord, you looked and you loved. As we wrestle with how we are called to live out your 
commands, remind us that first, you see us and love us. Amen.  
Sarah Raymond, '13, Pastor, Grand Forks Rural Parish, Thompson, N.D. 



Friday, 10/26/2018   Mark 10:17-31   
The world says success is about money--Jesus says, "Give it to the poor." 
The world says, "How do I inherit eternal life?"--Jesus says, "It is impossible for you, but not impossible for 
God." 
The world says work hard and follow the rules--Jesus says you still cannot earn it. 
The world says become the best and be the first--Jesus says, "The first will be last, and the last first." 
At this, the world's face falls and it walks away sad because this is a hard saying. 
Jesus and the world are at odds at every turn, especially in this story. How is the world at odds with your faith 
today? Look closely at the ways the messages of the world sneak into our daily lives. Take time to seek Jesus 
in the midst of the world's messages.  
Filter out the messages of the world, Lord. Help us to see and hear your voice in the midst of it all. Keep us 
always seeking you. Amen.  
Sarah Raymond, '13, Pastor, Grand Forks Rural Parish, Thompson, N.D. 
 
Saturday, 10/27/2018  "This Is My Father's World," ELW 824, verse 1 
This is my Father's world, 
and to my list'ning ears 
all nature sings, and round me rings 
the music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world; 
I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
his hand the wonders wrought. 
 
Harvest time in the country is a lesson in abundance. Sugar beet harvest is beginning here in eastern North 
Dakota. Workers come from far and wide. Today one of the truck drivers was looking at the tiny seed that was 
planted in May. Smaller than a carrot seed, the sugar beet seed grows into a vegetable that can be as large as 
a dinner plate. His comment was, "How can anyone look at this tiny seed and see how it grows into this huge 
plant and not believe in God!" Our hymn invites us with a similar thought, "This is my Father's world, and to my 
listening ears all nature sings and round me rings, the music of the spheres." All around us, in the miracle of 
nature and the bounty of harvest--if we are listening--we hear the music of God's creation and the incredible 
ways God provides for us. There is evidence of God's creating word whenever we listen for God's beautiful 
music. Play for us, Lord. Let us hear nature singing. Let us hear your music in the harvest, in the changing of 
the seasons and in the majesty of even the smallest of seeds. Amen.  
Sarah Raymond, '13, Pastor, Grand Forks Rural Parish, Thompson, N.D. 
 
Sunday, 10/28/2018   "This Is My Father's World," ELW 824, verse 3 
This is my Father's world; 
oh, let me not forget 
that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father's world; 
why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 
God reigns, let earth be glad! 
At first I struggled with this line: "Why should my heart be sad?" Some days life is sad. Some days we're 
heartbroken. This line seemed to say we should just pull ourselves out of the depths. I have friends who live 
with depression, who do often ask why they're so sad. But "Cheer up!" is the last thing they need to hear. So I 
almost chose a different hymn to write about. But still, this troubling line kept creeping back into my thoughts. 
Finally, I looked at the last line: "God reigns, let earth be glad!" The hymn doesn't say we should be glad. It 
says the earth is glad. It reminds us we are surrounded by God's power. The Lord is King; heaven rings! God 
is still God! This is still God's world. We can be sad and heartbroken but also remember that the One who rules 
the world is the same One who holds us and our hearts in love. This is your world, O mighty One. When we 
cannot be glad and when we cannot find joy, let the earth ring it out for us. Help us to remember your power, 
creativity and love. Amen.  
Sarah Raymond, '13, Pastor, Grand Forks Rural Parish, Thompson, N.D. 



 
 
 


