
Daily Devotions 
 

 
 
 
Monday, 9/24/2018   Wisdom of Solomon 1:16--2:1, 12-22  
Wisdom texts not only offer us words of advice, counsel and--well--wisdom, but also offer warnings to 
those who don't pay attention to the wisdom of the author. Today's reading warns us of the patterns 
of thought that develop in the ungodly and lead us away from God and from true Wisdom. We've all 
seen this, both in others and in ourselves. We are warned to recognize these unhealthy patterns of 
thought that lead to unhealthy patterns of action. The ungodly worry about how they are perceived by 
the righteous and their anger is focused outside of themselves. The godly see to their own faults 
rather than comparing themselves with others. This could easily be a warning about Facebook or 
Instagram. We look and see others as better off than us and look with pleasure at their downfall 
(schadenfreude), rather than seeing the gifts God has given us in our own lives. We root against 
other people more than we work to better ourselves. Dear God, help us to seek your wisdom in our 
lives rather than hoping for the downfall of others. Guide us in ways of love and righteousness among 
your people. In Jesus' name. Amen.  
Peter Clark, '16, Pastor, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Aurora, Ill. 
 
Tuesday, 9/25/2018   Psalm 54   
Today's wisdom comes from the perspective of one whom the ungodly have set upon. Right away we 
see the difference between the righteous and the unrighteous. The righteous do not focus on ruining 
the lives of the unrighteous, but on thanking God for what they do have. The author of this psalm is 
presumed to be David, and it follows the form of an "individual lament." An important part of such 
psalms is a turn from lament to thanksgiving in anticipation of God's grace. The righteous person 
turns to God in times of trouble rather than taking their anger and frustration out on the people around 
them. Indeed, David offers up a "freewill offering," that is, an offering that God has not asked for and 
for which nothing is expected in return. Such an example of thanksgiving is a hard one to follow, but it 
is the example set for us throughout the biblical story.  Dear Lord, help us to find strength and grace 
in you and to know that you are enough. In Jesus' name. Amen.  
Peter Clark, '16, Pastor, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Aurora, Ill. 
 
Wednesday, 9/26/2018  James 3.1-12   
James seeks to douse the fires spitting from the mouth. He may even ask us, "What happens to a 
mistake-riddled humanity caught in a whirlwind of environmental catastrophe, stuck in the noise of 
sexual incontinence, or dispirited by fires of seemingly uncompassionate policy shifts?" Could James 
sense even the historic strains of systemic racial disparity on our domestic tranquility? Could our 
voices become accountable to a "greater strictness" when challenged by the Christ? Can sensible 
judgment come after grace? If leaders are emblematic of the bridle controlling our innermost soul (vv. 
2-3), perhaps we become teachers with ability to lead from our mistakes. Perhaps we turn the rudder 
of the church's mission with God's plumb line guiding our communal well-being (v. 4). After all, 
through this accountable quest of careful Christian life, we may become good news for our neighbor. 
The good news that James writes for an emerging Christian communion asks them to imagine a new 
bridle on the mouth, providing common sense and solid leadership. Oh God, may the words of my 
mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable to you, my source of strength and redemption. 
Amen.  
David Rommereim, '81, Inter-faith Clergy Coalition, Whitefish, Mont. 
 



Thursday, 9/27/2018  Mark 8:27-38   
These words from Mark 8 turn my thoughts to Dietrich Bonhoeffer. His phrase "the cost of 
discipleship" becomes a gift from Jesus, who taught Dietrich how to resist evil with good. The word 
"faith" means we are God-wrestlers. Our questions often come from Jesus, who asks, "Who do you 
say that I am?" We've been asking that since baptism, wrestling with the truth of what God is doing 
and how Christ infiltrates our living. We seek to believe and be diligent about spiritual insight. Mark 
8:27-38 presents a pivot point on Jesus' walk of faith--one with a cost. It affects our faith and how we 
walk with Jesus. Bonhoeffer taught during the tumultuous epoch of Nazi Germany. His faith led him to 
say, "The only way to overcome evil is to let it run itself to a standstill, because it does not find the 
resistance it is looking for. Resistance merely creates further evil and adds fuel to the flames." Such is 
a commitment with a cost.  We thank you, God, for this gift of scripture, where we may read and 
stand as if before a mirror, locating our frailties together with a passion for following the God of peace. 
Amen.  
David Rommereim, '81, Inter-faith Clergy Coalition, Whitefish, Mont. 
 
Friday, 9/28//2018   Mark 8:27-38  
The word "believe" refers to what we give our heart to. As we noted yesterday, the drama of Mark 
8:27-38 alludes to "the cost of discipleship" as a means to practice belief. It becomes a pivot point for 
the Christian gospel. Mark's words keep shining forth and polishing the stars of Jesus' gospel with a 
confidence that even in fear and trembling, we are sustained by God's abiding presence of hope. 
Jesus teaches his learners what it means to live out the gospel as we walk the talk in our community. 
"The cost of discipleship" is a phrase that asks every baptized person to evaluate their convictions 
and then align them to the journey of faith Jesus walks. In this teaching he leads disciples to the 
center of the gospel. As a paradigmatic poet, he ushers in the faith formula that saving your life 
happens once you have a full sense of your calling--and then give it away. Such a gospel remains the 
pivot point of the Good News.  Lead me, Lord. Guide me, along the way. Let me see the good that I 
can do, and do it. Keep me mindful of the stakes of the matter as I practice believing according to 
your way. Amen.  
David Rommereim, '81, Inter-faith Clergy Coalition, Whitefish, Mont. 
 
Saturday, 9/29/2018  "Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing," ELW 841 
Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies, 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
let us march on till victory is won. 
 
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod, 
felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our parents sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 



keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 
shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 
 
 
I can imagine Prophet Jesus singing while walking along delivering God's majestic struggle to those 
who carry their cross toward the juncture of hope and reconciliation. I can almost hear him singing 
this hymn with its author, James W. Johnson, exuding deep joy in deep time. Johnson was an early-
20th century civil rights organizer for the NAACP. His community was clear about faith-and-race 
connections. His hymn has rightly become familiar to Lutheran worship since it alters the activity of 
faith through the music of justice-love. Every day we read about people's yearning for racial 
reconciliation. Lutherans sing this hymn to encourage action toward a different path of living. Leaders 
like Johnson give us a chance to sing our way into a new way of acting. Let our voices "ring with the 
harmonies of liberty" at the heart of the gospel, which has power to heal our racial history as 
Christians and Americans.  God of justice and love, may we, the church, gather our wits and sing our 
way into a new way of behaving that overcomes the disgrace of racism in a country in love with 
freedom. Amen.  
David Rommereim, '81, Inter-faith Clergy Coalition, Whitefish, Mont. 
 
Sunday, 9/30/2018    "Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing," ELW 841 
In the Bronx, our congregation regularly sang this hymn by James W. Johnson, recognized as a black 
national anthem. We'd sing it as a lament for our disgraced racialized society; as a joyous hymn of 
hope; as a memorial to all who struggled for racial integration and reconciliation; in honor of persons 
like Viola, who died too young. She was a granddaughter of the slave system in Meridian, Mississippi. 
She fled north with her husband, working to build a family who could sing faith with integrity and 
dignity in a new land. This hymn is both lament and celebration. It gives black and white people a 
chance to see the grace of God as we worship in ways that move toward hope and justice. I invite 
you to sing with verve and hear the voice of faith through the counterpoint of struggle. I invite you to 
sing with all who struggle for the domestic tranquility promised in the Preamble to our Constitution. Or 
sing it with the faith of Christ, who welcomes all as sisters and brothers in love. God of mercy, 
accompany your faithful to sing the joy of faith through the challenges we face as individuals, families, 
congregations, neighborhoods, and societies. Amen.  
David Rommereim, '81, Inter-faith Clergy Coalition, Whitefish, Mont 


