500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE START OF THE REFORMATION

Study Guide for:
Living Lutheran October 17, 2017 Reformation after Luther – Bonhoeffer’s challenge to American Lutheranism by Katie Day

It would be difficult to have a study of Lutheranism without hearing about Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  This is only a brief article about this pastor/theologian and his impact on the greater church and world.  

During what era of our world did Dietrich Bonhoeffer live and work?

What did Bonhoeffer see early on that others were not willing to speak out against?

What did Bonhoeffer expect of the church?

What did Bonhoeffer think was at stake?

Why was Bonhoeffer imprisoned and put to death?

Bonhoeffer was a pacifist (Non-violent beliefs) and yet he felt it was necessary to do something.  His belief in antiviolence and his calling to uphold the sanctity of life created a moral and theological struggle.  In the end he made the difficult decision to do what?  He reconciled this by knowing that he could only do what?

Bonhoeffer could have sat out the war in the safety of America far from the battles in Europe, but he chose to return to Germany, why?

What are the 2 critical questions Bonhoeffer focused on in the essay he wrote while in the US?  Why are they important questions still for us today?

The remainder of the article is filled with insight from Bonhoeffer’s time and our time, 500 years after the start of the reformation.  What was most impactful for you, about that connection – then and now?

If your interest has been peaked by this brief article, we encourage you to dig deeper.  There are many books, videos, and material about the extraordinary life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 


Study Guide for:
Living Lutheran October 30 2017 Reformation 500 – 50 Things you may not know about Luther by Timothy J. Wengert

What was new to you in this list?  

How do you think we are still reforming the church?

Do you think the church needs reforming? 


Study Guide for:
The Lutheran “Lutheranism 101” by Kathryn A Kleinhans
This article depicts what it means to be Lutheran.  

What is new to you?

What surprised you?

What do you agree with? 

What do you not agree with?

What is Justification by grace through faith for Christ’s sake?

Explain Law and Gospel?

Explain grace?

Study Guide for:
Martin Luther’s 95 Theses – The Lutheran & Dillenberger
Have you ever wondered what all the fuss was about 500 years ago?  Well here is the very list that Luther famously hung on that door for debate.  Can you figure out why this may have upset the church leaders of the day?

What is the 95 theses?

What day was the 95 theses nailed to the Castle Church door in Wittenberg?

If you were to write your most pressing questions about faith what would they be?  Would you have 95 of the them?

Study Guide for:
Reformation Timeline
Dates are hard to keep straight especially when they take place some 500 years ago.  In this PDF you will find the Reformation depicted in a timeline. Let’s use it to help make sense of the order of events that changed the church and the world forever.

According to this timeline who is the first person mentioned and what did they do to reform the church?

What is the Heidelberg Disputation and when did it happen?

Luther burns something on July 4, 1519, what was it?  Why was it important to do so?  

When was Luther excommunicated and why?

Luther wrote many hymns but his most famous was written in August of 1527, what is it?

